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Welcome to Theatre Arts 120!
This course is not designed around units of study, but rather a gradual building of stage craft.
· This course will cover the major aspects of theatre performance, including acting and interpretation, stage craft, paly management, and theatre history.
· The course will outline many activities, practical and theoretical.
· The course will prepare students to perform with confidence and to face an audience with assurance.
· The course will ensure performance based on a firm grasp of text meaning.
· The course will allow for instruction that includes both acting and interpretation skills.
· The course will offer students the hints require to produce a polished work.
· The course will permit students to share important techniques of costume, make-up, scenery, lighting and sound.
· The course will culminate in taking a final production to the NB One Act Play Festival in Fredericton May 10-13th, 2017.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are 11 learning outcomes as described in the curriculum document for Theatre Arts 120.
1. The student should acquire increased self-confidence and the ability to communicate well with others.
2. The student should be able to lead a small group effectively.
3. The student should be able to accept leadership of others.
4. The student should be able to express emotion and to speak with a voice that has clarity and an improved range in pitch, pace and volume.
5. The student should have an increased knowledge of characterization, blocking, script interpretation, and the rehearsal process.
6. The student should be able to perform in scenes from various types of plays, including comedy, drama, melodrama and tragedy.
7. The student should have an improved sense of what constitutes dramatic criticism and evaluation and a basic sense of what makes good theatre.
8. Students should know and be able to use theatre terms such as blocking, business, cut, gesture, mime, motivation, props.
9. The student should have knowledge of the theatre’s origins and growth to the present state, with a particular emphasis on the contemporary theatre of Canada.
10. The student should have the ability to demonstrate stage craft competency.
11. The student should have the ability to plan and carry out the rehearsal process.
Course Fee
Due to the commitments of this course, there are costs above and beyond the normal nature of course offerings.  From the cost of scripts and royalties, to festival registration, to props, set, and make-up requirements, as well as hopefully a trip to a performance at the Fredericton Playhouse - and in order to make this course meaningful -  there are costs that need to be covered.  
As such, there is a $40 course fee per student, which is due by Friday, February 17th, 2017.  As we approach the Provincial Drama Fest, there may be additional costs to cover transportation, meals etc.  We will be fundraising in order to offset these costs.  I will let you know closer to Drama Fest what the final costs will be.
If your family truly cannot afford this cost, to the extent that it would require the student to take another course, please contact me, and I am sure we can make arrangements.
Extra Help
My supervision schedule changes every month, so I post my noon hour availability on the whiteboard outside my room each month.  I am also available for extra help as of 8 am every morning and after school until 3:55 pm by appointment.


Course Assessment
Weekly Course Mark (30%)
This mark reflects the more broad learning outcomes 1,2,3 and 10 that reflect a student’s willingness to participate and try to improve in their Theatre Arts Skills.  The rubric is attached.  At 30% of the course, it is clear that attendance and meaningful participation is key to success in this course.
Projects and Assignments(25%)
Projects and Assignments will be both performance based and written.  They will include everything from preparing and performing a scene as well preparing a text with blocking and inflection notes.  There will also be some written assignments based on the history of theatre outcome.
Production of Play for One Act Play Festival (25%)
The class will prepare a play for festival.  Students will be assigned roles backstage and onstage.  Their mark for this component will include both a group and individual mark.  It will be both teacher and peer assessed.   This is an essential component of the course.  Failure to participate in this activity will result in an incomplete for the course.
Final Assessment: Production Binder
After festival, we will study a historically significant play.  Students will prepare production binders that demonstrate an artistic and technical vision for a mounted production of the play.  Presentation of these production binders will occur in lieu of a written exam.  
The NB Drama Festival
The NB Drama Fest 2016 takes place from May 10-13.  I will not know our schedule slot for at least 6 weeks.  We spend the night in residence on campus, the night again will depend on our performance slot.  It takes place at St. Thomas University.  This is a required component of the course.  More information is available at www.nbdramafest.com
Materials Required
Students will need to wear comfortable clothing such that they can move easily, and remain appropriately covered.  Students are to be in sock feet in the cafeteria, and no coats.
Students should keep a notebook and calendar in order to keep track of assignments, groups and deadlines.
Once chosen, the students will receive their own copy of the script for festival.  Due to the nature of performance royalties, the school is required to provide each student with a purchased copy of the script.  Please be sure not to lose your copy.
General Expectations
Unless otherwise arranged, we will meet in the cafeteria.  
All students will help to set-up and clean-up at the end of each class.
This is a course that requires personal risk taking.  It is essential that a kind and supportive atmosphere is maintained both in and beyond the classroom.  Making fun, teasing, ignoring and talking through performance is absolutely unacceptable behavior. Students will be asked to exit the classroom and must conference with the teacher before they will have permission to return.



Theatre Arts 120 – Parental/Guardian Consent
Please sign below to acknowledge you are aware of the requirements and assessment practices of this course, as well as the $40 course fee.
______________________________(Student  Name)
______________________________ (Guardian Name)
Parent E-mail: ________________________________________
Parent Phone: ______________________________________
Last year I received a lot of positive feedback from parents who signed up to receive Remind alerts (by text or e-mail) for my courses.  
You will receive an e-mail or text inviting you to sign up for text/e-mail alerts for the class.  I encourage parents to sign-up, if only to know what the course is about.  It is also a way to communicate directly with me through chat.
Please let me know below, if you will be able to assist with our production in any of the following ways:
Costumes
Props
Selling Tickets
Fundraising
Supervising
Drives                                                                                                            Other (please specify)
